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Purpose and Scope

The VTO SIG provides a collaborative forum in which assessment researchers, practitioners,
developers, providers, and other stakeholders can exchange perspectives, experiences, and
challenges relating to evidencing validity in the public domain across different contexts of use.

While validity is a concern across all areas of language assessment, the distinctive contribution
of this SIG lies in examining validity through the lenses of transparency and open science. In
particular, it seeks to explore how validity evidence can be communicated responsibly across
academic and operational contexts whilst recognising the practical, ethical, commercial, and
regulatory realities within which language assessment operates.

The SIG complements, rather than duplicates, the work of existing EALTA Special Interest
Groups. Itis not intended to act as an authority on matters of validity, nor as a critique of
existing assessment systems or organisational practices. Instead, it creates space for different
perspectives to be discussed openly and for shared challenges to be explored. Given the cross-
cutting nature of its themes, the SIG will also seek opportunities for joint activities with other
EALTA SIGs and relevant professional associations.

Engaging the Membership

The SIG will engage members through an ongoing programme of activities that promote
dialogue between research and operational communities. These may include:

e webinars featuring academic and operational perspectives

e paneldiscussions and debates on emerging issues

e conference symposia, including joint events with other EALTA SIGs

e reading groups and mentoring initiatives, particularly for postgraduate researchers and
early career professionals

e collaborative working groups addressing topics of shared interest.

Rather than advocating predetermined solutions, the SIG’s activities will provide opportunities
for participants to explore shared challenges, exchange experiences, and identify areas where
collaborative work may be beneficial. The SIG will also encourage longer-term initiatives
emerging from its activities and from areas of shared interest among members. The nature and
direction of these activities will evolve with the SIG and its membership.



