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What? 



Classroom-based Language Assessment?

.. refers to those activities undertaken by teachers

and/or by their students, which provide

information to be used as feedback to modify the

teaching and learning activities in which they are

engaged

(Black and Wiliam, 1998)



Summative 

Assessment

Formative

Assessment



Formative assessment, is a range of formal and informal

assessment procedures conducted by teachers during the

learning process in order to modify teaching and learning

activities to improve student attainment. … It is commonly

contrasted with summative assessment, which seeks to

monitor educational outcomes, often for purposes of

external accountability.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Formative_assessment

Formative & Summative Assessment



End of the year exams, 
University entrance, 

etc



Assessment challenges for teachers

Teachers need to:

•Maintain balance/respond to mandates for formative and summative assessment,

•Design and administer classroom tests themselves,

•Offer exam courses that prepare learners for high-stakes international tests,

•Be able to critically evaluate standardized tests they have to administer,

•Employ self-/peer-assessment,

• Consider the assessment needs of minority students (YLL/adult, SpLD,
multilingual), etc etc



How? 



‘Assessment Literacy’ 

Stiggins (1991)



‘Assessment Literacy’ - AL

“…. the ability to understand, analyze and apply information 

on student performance to improve instruction” 

(Falsgraf, 2005, p. 6)



“Having the capacity to ask and answer critical questions

about the purpose for assessment, about the fitness of the

tools being used, …. and about what is going to happen on

the basis of the [assessment] results.”
(Inbar-Lourie, 2008: 389)

‘Language Assessment Literacy’ - LAL



‘Language Assessment Literacy’ - LAL

“The ability to design, develop and critically evaluate tests and
other assessment procedures, as well as the ability to monitor,
evaluate, grade and score assessments on the basis of
theoretical knowledge.”

(Vogt & Tsagari, 2014: 377)



Conceptualising
and defining LAL



LAL Research 
with Teachers



Other 
stakeholders & 
aspects



Implementing 
Assessment 
Reforms



Actual assessment 
practices



Methodology



Models of LAL



Taylor’s (2013) LAL profiles for four different types of stakeholders

(a) test writers

(b) classroom 

teachers

(c) university 

administrators

(d) professional 

language testers



Xu & Brown, 2016: A conceptual framework 
of teacher assessment literacy in practice



Lessons Learnt:

LAL is an important aspect of professionalism among teachers 
(Popham, 2009) 

LAL fosters teachers’ empowerment and autonomy

(Coombe, Al-Mamly, & Troudi, 2009; Inbar-Lourie, 2008; Malone, 2008; Stoynoff & Chapelle, 2005; Taylor, 2009)



How? 





TEACHERS’ ASSESSMENT LITERACY 

ENHANCEMENT

The TALE Erasmus+ Project
2015-1-CY01-KA201-011863
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Aims: TALE project

1. Identify LTA training needs

2. Create Open Educational Resources (online course)

a. Develop ELTs’ assessment literacy

b. Promote a feedback-provision culture that benefits language 
learning

c. Integrate stakeholders’ experience (trainers, teachers, learners)

3. Disseminate project outcomes (handbook: trainee/trainer mats)



http://taleproject.eu
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Example: ABCs of
assessment























The TALE website: www.taleproject.eu







Handbook of Assessment for 

English Language Teachers 

http://taleproject.eu 



Dissemination











https://cytea.weebly.com/



TALE on social networks

https://www.facebook.com/TALEonlinetrainingcourse?fref=ts

https://twitter.com/TALEproject

TALE ErasmusProject



Visibility-Recognition



On May 12th 2019



8120

TALE! 

As of 5 May 2019, there are 783 registered TALE

users in total.

2,568 distinct users have visited the TALE website so

far.



8120

TALE! 





taleproject.eu



More LAL? 



More resources!!!





English as a Lingua Franca practices for 

inclusive multilingual classrooms:

The ENRICH Erasmus+ Project
2018-1-EL01-KA201-047894 

2018-2021



The main aim of ENRICH
To promote teacher competences necessary for:

a)  integrating ELF in multilingual classrooms 

b)  preparing learners to become successful communicators in 

the current, increasingly multilingual and demanding world.

To develop a Continuous Professional Development (CPD) 

infrastructure which will:

a) be based on a systematic needs analysis (ELTs; young and 

adolescent learners, including migrants)

b) be hosted in a modern and user-friendly online environment

c) will consist in a blended-learning CPD course for ELTs

d) will include a Handbook addressing all target groups

e) will be appropriately evaluated and disseminated



Outline of the on-line CPD

Teaching
English

Using 
English

Learning 
English

ELF

Assessment

Linguistic 

diversity



The ENRICH On-line course

ENRICH

http://enrichproject.eu/



More resources!!!



https://www.britishcouncil.org

/exam/aptis/research/assessm

ent-literacy







https://www.britishcouncil.org/site

s/default/files/a_to_z_glossary_fin

al.pdf



http://www.ealta.eu.org/



https://www.ucd.ie/alc/ealta2019/pre-conferenceworkshops/











•Formal LTA courses - University  

•PRE-/IN-SET programmes, conferences, 

events



Teacher assessment teams, 

Communities of practice



Collaborative assessment projects 

(Action Research)



Teacher publications



Teacher presentations



Undergraduate – Postgraduate – Doctoral
dissertations
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