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"To examine through a longitudinal case study
the content, aims and validity of the types of
language testing and assessment in the
Panhellenic Examinations of Greece
(MaaveAAnvieg E€eTtaoelc);

"to tease apart the reasons behind the long-
attested problem of student underachievement
in the language test;



" to explore whether this is due to

the content, structure, aims and validity of the
tests themselves;

(mismatches with?) the aims of the National
Curriculum for Language and Literature and the
accompanying coursebooks;

possible washback effects of a centralized, high-
stakes examination system on the teaching
process.



METHODOLOGY

A mixed methods approach combining:

" Document analysis of national curricula, examination

papers and MoE instructions on testing and
assessment from 2001 to date.

Purpose:

"to assess the tests themselves in terms of
consistency, clarity of objectives and validity;

= to assess whether the National Curriculum and the
textbooks match the test contents and objectives.



METHODOLOGY

A mixed methods approach combining:

= A preliminary analysis of 161 student scripts (mock
test papers for Greek Language) by 12 focal students
(sentence and text length, text structure, coherence
and cohesion, genre and register appropriateness,
content, grammar, lexical diversity);

= A preliminary analysis of comments and ratings of the
students’ progress by 5 expert raters.



ANTICIPATING WHAT’S TO COME UP...

Progress in the linguistic skills of the
participants in this study was only random.

A washback effect (Alderson & Wall, 1993; Tsagari, 2009)



CONTEXTUALIZATION:

MANEANHNIEZ EZETAZEI2

mcentralized, high-stakes examinations

"once a year, at the end of the school year

= examination papers produced centrally by
committees of experts



CONTEXTUALIZATION:

MANEANAHNIEZ EZETAZEI2

®"The Modern Greek Language or
‘Composition’(«EkOeon») paper is common for
all students, irrespective of prospective field of
academic study

= Blind grading by two graders



CONTEXTUALIZATION:

HUGE PRESS COVERAGE

[ naaea | DB deseseia 1139

INaveAAnwvieg 2018 - 'EN: H neyaAn mayiba mou
éxpufPe N"ExBOeon - Kavte xAix EAN

Mewsbormb

Mavehiivwes - Naverradiuxe o 2018, oanellniag, ekthesi, necellirit glwssa

Mavehhrvieg - MNoavehhabikeg 207 8: NMpepEpa onuepa, Mapaokven (08/06/2018) yua
ToUug vTowpLovs Tww FEA - O popypwTikdg poAog Tou oyoAeiov sival To BEpa oTnv
‘ExB8eorn, To omoio HARBNKav va avantufouy oL urmowngtolr twy FEA oro paBnpa tneg
Meocehhnvikng MNuwooag. - T exktigoiv o elbukol yua Ta onuepiva 8£pata - Aeite Tig
anavToeELS



BEMOANING UNDERACHIEVEMENT

AND OUR ‘LANGUAGE DEFICIT’

“One out of two students did not get a ‘pass’ in
composition” (2014)

ITaveAAadkeg: Katw amo tn Baon eypayps
£€vag otoug 6vo onv EKBeon

10



THE GREEK PRESS DOTH PROTEST

TOO MUCH

MOoER statstics (2014)

MINAKAZ
ZYTKPITIKOZ THZ BAOMOAOIIAZ PAMNTHZ EZETAZHZ MAOHTQN " AYKEIOY ETOYZ 2014
2E ZYTKPIZH ME TA ETH 2008-2013 KATA MA©@HMA ME BAZH TO 10

A MAGHIA XAPAKTHPIEMOE 0 - 99 1
MAGHMATOZ 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 [ 2013 | 2014 | 2008 | 2009 [ 2010

NOLOLTO %
1 [NEOEAAHNIKHTAQESA  |TEN. NAIAEIAS 2588 | 2257 | 24,10 | 2044 | 2283 | 1299 | 20,01 | 74,11 | 7742 | 75,89
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EKOEZH: AN IDEOLOGICAL

SHIBBOLETH

®Greek state education: ideological investment in

autonomous literacy
prescriptive language use
ideologically driven approaches to ‘knowledge’

(Frangoudaki 1995, Moschonas 2005, loannidou 2012, Tsiplakou
2007, 2015, 2017)
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EKOEZH: AN IDEOLOGICAL

SHIBBOLETH

®"The examination topics do not change much

over time
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EKOE2ZH: AN IDEOLOGICAL

SHIBBOLETH

®"The examination topics do not change much
over time
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EKOEZH: AN IDEOLOGICAL

SHIBBOLETH

®"The examination topics do not change much
over time:

1985:

«0 avlpwnog o anodpaclopévog va pabel moAAa ypappata
Kot va OLampéPel o€ ML EMOTAMN N OE ML TEXVN O¢&v
anoBAEMEL TLA, KATA TNV EnNwKpatovoca avtiAnyn, otnv
NMPOCWTILKA TOoUu MOVo evdokipnon. Mpoodépel KaL oOTOUC
aAAou¢g mMOAUTLN apwyn.»

“He who is determined to advance in his learning and to
excel in science or in some craft [art?] no longer aspires,
according to current views, only to his personal burgeoning;
he offers valuable succor to others.”

(1.Mm. Panagiotopouloiss)



EKOEZH: AN IDEOLOGICAL

SHIBBOLETH

= Plus ¢a change...:

2014:

«H avOpwmnia eivat KUKALKA mapoucia. Asv PBplOKETAL CTPOAMUMUEVN
nMPOo¢ €va povaxa onpeio touvu opilovta. Ekeivog mou eivat aAndiwva
avlpwnivog b6ev unopel mapa va eivai, oe kaBe mnepiotaocn,
avlpwmnivog. H avBpwnia éev eivar emayyeApa, dev eivar dpyavo
avtonpoPBoAng kat emituXiag. Eivatr amdpvnon. MNpémer moAAa Vv’
apvnOeicg, yia va KeEpOLoELG Ta oucLwdEaTEP QL. »

“Being human is a cyclical presence. It is not geared towards a single
point on the horizon. He who is truly human cannot but be human on
all occasions. Being human is not a profession, it is not a means of
self-promotion and success. It is self-denial. You have to abandon a
lot in order to gain what is most essential.”

(1.M. Panagiotopoulos)
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EKOEZH: AN IDEOLOGICAL

SHIBBOLETH

mStudent performance in EkBeon is viewed as the
main criterion for assessing the linguistic skills
of ‘the young’, the ‘state of the Greek language’,
etc.

®"The invention of Aeéimevia [leksipenial] among

young Greeks as determined by their
performance in ‘EkOeon; as of 1985, young
Greeks are lexi-penic ©

17



EKOEZH: AN IDEOLOGICAL

SHIBBOLETH

e —

O NANNAKHZ MAS HEEPE TI ZHMAINEI APLTH
KAl EYACOKIMHZH !

OA TO MOPTAZOYME ME APNIA ZTHN MAATEIAL

“Our Johnnie knew what “burgeoning” and “succor” mean!

We’'re celebrating! We’ll be roasting lambs in the city square!”
18



CHANGES?

The Curriculum of 1999/2003:
the ‘communicative’ turn???

“the student should reflect on various issues and express
himself succinctly in writing, he should use the various ways
of persuasion (calling upon reason, emotion, authority) and
the various means of persuasion (arguments, evidence,
descriptions, metaphors, humor, etc.) in appropriate ways in
order to achieve his goal on each occasion; he should develop
the ability to produce various genres in which the
declarative-critical [sic] is predominant or various
mixes of that and other modes occur and he should use the
linguistic variety that is appropriate for the occasion.”

19



CHANGES IN THE TEST

The Curriculum of 2011:

* Genre literacy - critical literacy-- in the closet.

20



CHANGES?

Since 2000: a new test format

"reading comprehension of a given passage
(typically an extract from a critical essay,
adapted for the purposes of the test): providing
titles for paragraphs, writing a summary

"synonyms, antonyms, rephrasing

"writing an ‘argumentative’ text on the basis of
the passage given

21



THE EMPEROR’S NEW CLOTHES

[...] {nteitar ano toucg/tic puadntég/-tple¢ va ouvraéouv SIKO TOUG KEIUEVO,
EVTAYUEVO OE EMIKOWVWVIAKO TTAQIOLO OE oOUVOPTNON UE TO KEIUEVO QVAPOPAC,
oto onoio Kpivouv N oxoAtalouv onueia tou KeUEVOU, avaokeualouv JEoelg
TOU N QVAMTUOOOUV TEKUNPLWUEVA TIPOOWITIKEC amoyels. To KeiUevo Twv
HaINTWV/-TPLWV OVANTUCCETAL UE TN HOPPH KEWWEVOU EMIXEPNUATOAOYi0C
(6bnuooia outdia, emiotoAn, apdpo) kai Exel Ektaon tplakooles (300) £wcg
Tplakooteg revnvra (350) Agéeic.

Students are asked to produce a text of their own, within a communicative
frame, in relation to the reference text, in which they comment on or are critical
towards points raised in that text, they refute its positions or present their own
views, providing adequate arguments in support. The students’ text has the
form of an argumentative text (a public speech, a letter, an article) and must be
between 300 and 350 words.

Greek Government Gazette, 24.05.2019, 19437



THE EMPEROR’S NEW

CLOTHES

Critique

" pseudo-communicative situations
" no real genre literacy

" no critical literacy is not cultivated

* no notion of linguistic variation and
register/stylistic/grammatical/lexical
appropriateness

"= Jack of cohesion with the goals of the National
Curriculum (albeit vague)

23



THE EMPEROR’S NEW

CLOTHES

An example (2014)

A. An essay on humanity (humanism?) by immortal essayist I.M.
Panagiotopoulos is provided (adapted)

APXH 1HY SEAIAASY - T  HMEPHZIIQN KAI A” ESTTEPINQN

NMANEANAAIKEEZ EEETAZEIZ
MM TAZEHE HMEPHEZIOY KAI A" TASHZ EINEPINOY NENIKOY AYKEIOY
KAI ENAA (OMAAA BY)
TETAPTH 28 MAIOY 2014 - EEETAZOMENO MAGHMA:
NEOEAAHNIKH AQEIZA NENIKHE MAIAEIAZ
ZYNOAO ZEAIAQN: TPEIZ (3)

KEIMENO

H «avBpwtmia» eival pia AEEn Tou kKaipoU pag, Evag Opog KOIVOXPNOTog, Eva vOUIoUQ
TTOU KUKAOQOPEI o' OAa Ta XEpia, yiaTi ouuBaivel n avrarlAakTikhi Tou agia va eival TToAU PJeyain.
Kal JE TNV «avBpwTTid» £vVOOUME, QUOIKA, TN CUMJTTIOVIA, TN QUPUETOXNA, HE TOV Eva ] TOvV AAAo
TPOTTO, OTOo Trdbog Tou yeiTtova. Kai ox1 povo Tou yeitova. Tou KGBe avOpwtrou. AMAOTE
XpnoigoTtroiouoayv ToV Opo «avBpwITIONGG». 'EAeyav: «auTtdg eival JeyAAog avBpwITIOTAG» KAl
HE TOUTO ECTiMOIVAV MIa TTROCWITIKATNTA Trou EodeudTav oAOGKANPn yia va kKAuel 1o kahd. O
NTuvav, vyia Trapadeyua, o 1Bputric Tou «EpuBpol Ztaupou», uTmMpfe £vag TETOIOC
avBpwmotig. Mépa am o, Ba PTTopoUTE va EvOIQPEPEl QTTOKAEIOTIKG TO Aropd Tou,

ECUAAOYIOCONKE TOUG avBpwWITOUC TToU ETTacXav, EEw ammd JIAKPION QUANG Kal Bpnokeiag, «ev 24
TTOAEUW KAl EV EIDAVN».



THE EMPEROR’S NEW

An example (2014)

Al1-B4: Summary, paragraph structure, synonyms and antonyms

A1,

B1.

B2.

Na ypayere ato 1ETpAdIO gag TV MEPIANWN TOU KEIuEVOU TTou gag 66BnKe
(100-120 Aégeig).
Movadeg 25

Na avanriofere oe pia mapdypago 100 éwg 120 Aé€ewv To WEPIEXOPEVO TOU
amoowdouatog mou akohouBei: «H avlpwmvn Aawapyia, n Siwa g eulwiag
Oev aerver 10mo yia guyevikd aiobnuara. Kdn wePICOOTEPO: TO EUYEVIKA
aiofruara Bswpolvrar fEmepacuéva.y.

Movadeg 10

a) Na Bpeite 800 Ttpdmoug avamruéng ammv TEWTN TAPAYPAPO TOU
Kelpévou (H «avBpwmid» ... «ev moAéuw Kai &v Eipriviy») Kal va SIKAIOAOYAOETE
v amavinor| oag.

Movadeg 6
B) MNoia vonuariki oOvdeon ekgpalouv oi diapBpwrikég AEEEIC:
éror (oTnv TETAPTN TTAPAYPAQO)
wardgo (ot éKTn Tapdypago).
Movadeg 4

B3. o) Na ypdwete éva ouvwvupo yia kaBepid amd 1i¢ mapakdTw AEEeic Tou

KeINEVOU:
avaAiokeTal, 0IKOUMEVIKA, BiaoTpeBAWOEIS, 0OAwodidAou, eulwiag.
Movadeg 5

CLOTHES

APXH 3HY SEAIAAZ - [ HMEPHZION KAI A’ EXTTEPINON

B) Na ypdwere Eva avidvupo yia kaBewd amd mic mapakdrw AECeig Tou

KEINEVOU:
K0IVOYPNOTOC, GUUNETOXA, QuToaKupwVETal, yvwan, adidkomng.

Movadeg 5

B4. o) No aimohoyfoere 1 xpAion Twv EIOGyWyIkWY OTIC TAPAKATW
TEQITTWOEIC:

«qurog eival peydoc avBpwmomicr (oTv TPWTN Tapdypago)
«Epulipod Zraupod» (oTnv TPWIN TaPAYPEQO).
Movadeg 2

B) Na evromioere 010 KEipEvo TPEIC EXKPPATEIC E PETAQOPIKT ONUaaia.
Movadeg 3



THE EMPEROR’S NEW

CLOTHES

An example (2014)
Cl:'EkOeon

M. Ze apBpo oag, mou Ba dnuooieuTei o TOMIKA ePnuepida, va ava@epbeiTe o€
Qaivoueva TTou atmodelkviouv To EAAEIgUa avBpwITIAC OTNV €TTOoXn pag, aAAd
Kai ot dpacTnpiOTnNTES, ATOMIKEC Kal OUAAOVYIKEG, TTOU QTTOOKOTIOUV OTOV

TEPIOPIOKO auTol Tou eAAeippaTtocg (500-600 AEEeic).
Movadeg 40

“Write an article (to be published in a local
newspaper), in which you refer to phenomena which
show the deficit in humanity in our times, but also to
activities, both individual and collective ones, which
aim at the restriction of this deficit.”

26



OPONTHZITHPIA:

BURGEONING SHADOW EDUCATION

Meanwhile, in the shadowlands...

GO gle PPoVTIOTAPpIa EKBECN

DAa Emxdveg Elrjoeig Bivreo Meproodrepa PuBpufoeig Epyaheia

Mepitrou 2 020000 amoredéopara (0,30 SeuTtepdheTTTa)

PPONTIZTHPIO EK©EZH EKDPAZH, gpovTIioTRpIO HECNS ...

whanw. mathima.gr » (.. » @povniorhpio MEong ExTraiSeucong

Meyag OSnyde ExmraiBeuvong. AeiTe yiaTi 7o ppovTioThpio ExBeon 'Exgpoon eival Eva oTTd Ta
kaAUTEpa @PovTIOTHpIa HEonS eEKTTalSeuonc...

PpovrnioTrpia KehAdpag | PpovrioTripia Meong ExtraiSsuong
kelafas.grf «

AvTamoptEBNKaUE OTIC TIDOKANTEIG T VEWY Kaipuv, EETTEpACauEe TN poBia TNg eTToxnic,
SnUIoUpYfoapE HE AeTTTopEpEIa, povTooio Kol aydTTry £va vEo oUyXpovo ...

O wwpog pag | PpovTioThpio QeTikd MiTaAwpeEvog
https:/ffrontistirio-thetiko.grfo-choros-mas/ «

ZT0 @povTioTipIio goag n poadnomsr] Sodiaoia TTooy BaToTTolEiTal O £va MAIKS KAl AEITOUDYIKS yid TO
paBnTr mepiBdAlov e hapan{OUEVES Kol (poTEWVES aifouoEeg ...

Eidikd& Tufipoara ExBecong » @PONTIETHPRPIA ZYTXPONO

wWiww. synchrono. grfeiSIKa-TuRuaTa-ekBeong/ -

H mpostoipooia Tou poBnT oTnpifeTar oo guviuaoud TNg TTANPoUg BEWPnNTIKAG KGAULENG Tou
paoBfjparog HE oOuvENEIS KO ETTaVOAOUBovOpHEVES TTIDAKTIKES QOKIJTEIS ...

Ex8eon-Exgppacn - EAsuBEpiog TIoOUHEPKAOGS
www. ekthesi-ekfrasi.gr/ -
To ©rdohoyind @povnioTipio Tou EAsuBepiou Tdoupépra eivar rp vAoTToinon PIag TTRPWTOTTORIOKIG 27



OPONTHZTHPIA:

BURGEONING SHADOW EDUCATION

Aids, aids, aids...

GO gle Bongnuarta exBeon ¥ AUKEIOU E=Em Q,

DhAa Emxdveg ESfoeig Bivreo MNepioodrepa PuBpioeig Epyaicia
MepiTrouw 1.330.000 amoteAéopara (0,42 SeuTepdAETTTON)

Ixohka BonBrjpara ko Auocdapia yia GAeg TIG TAEEIg
Aapruion] WwWww.public-cyprus.com.cyl/ «
Amdrrnoe Online v Smart TV mou Zou Tonpidader o Super Tipn ko pe Awpedy MeTagopikd.

Zyohka BonBripara IN Aukeiou | Public

https:/fwew. public.gricat'books/sxolika-voithimata/g-lykeioy! -

Bpeg oro Public oxyoMxd Bondnfpaora wan Auvodpia yia Trv M Auxeiouw amd toug TTAfov EyxpiToug
exBareg! ... Ta Bépara Tng EkBeong omig TmTaveAhadikég eEeTdoeig.

Zyohka BonBruarta Newv EAANVIKWY M Aukeiou | IANOS.gr
https:fhwww.ianos.gr » ... » E¥oAka » Zxohxd Bon@iuara » Adkeo » T Auxkeiou

Zyohikd Bon@fjuara: Bpeite dAa Ta oxohirxd Bon@fuara véwv EAANVIKLWY TNG TpiTng Auxkeiouw oro
ianos.gr ... KOINOZ NOYZ EK®QPATH EKOEIH AYKEIOY ' TOMOE.

Z¥ohKkO BonBnua Exgpacng ExkBeong I Aukeiou - YHDPIAKO ZXOANAEIO
taexeicla.blogspot.com/2011/03/ekthesi-glykeioy-Tree-ebook.html ~

Eyohxkd Bofl@nua ExBeong M Auxeiou - Wnmiakd oxorelo - Awpedv NAekTpovikdg Bon@fuara,
Auvodpia, oxoAkd BiBhia, Auxkeiou.

Z¥ohKkO BonBnua 'ExkBeong I Aukeiou - Avahioelg Beparwv, Qewpia ...
taexeiola.blogspot.com/2011/07/ekthesi-giykeioy-free-ebook-pdf. htmil

To Ixohkd Boff@npa ornv ExBeon M Auxeiou Twv ppovTioTnpiwy Kaloapn, xwpllerar oe Tpia gépn. 28
ro rpuwro pépoc ovariovra miBavd Bépora eEETdoeww, ST ...



OPONTHZITHPIA:

BURGEONING SHADOW EDUCATION

Definitive lists of topics and what / how to write

about them

'0hat T oyebraypappara mg Exbeong oe ovvomi
uopon. Mepog mparto

“Exgpaor) - Exflaon I" Avselov - Epebaypappaa Gy v evwaidy wy ekiocoy

KATAAOTOS ENNOION
1, IAIAFIA-FRTIATAEYEH

2, ANGPATINA ATKAIOMATA
3. AIAGHMISH

4 KATANAAQTIEMOS

5 EYPONATKI ENQEH

6. OANATIKH TIOINTE

14. AATKOTIITA- AATRKIEMOE

15. KAONOITOITTETL

16, TEATTPOIOPIRIL- T1, Y

17. FYMNATEA- EXFEEETE AW Y AN
18, ANSPITITEMWOE

1. EG@NIKIEMOE- TIEATFPIOATIEMOE
z0. EAEYSEPLA

zi. MIEPIBAAACON- OIKOAQLILA

22, AFRTYDLATA

23. HBIKI- EEBAEMOE

Z24. ITODOTITIT A ZOITE

25. TPOMOKFATLA

26. BLA- fDAMNATIEMOE- AT HMATIENOE
z7. PATEIEMOE

z28. MEEA MAFITKITE ENIITMEPOEITE
2. TIEXMNIEL

F30. EPTAETA

31. ANEPITA

gz. EEEIATKEYEL]

33. IMIPOTYTILA- ELALRAA

4. EAEYSEPOE XPONODE

35. WY XKATORITA

36. KOINMANIEA IMTPOBATINATA

37. IMTATKOEMIOIIOIITETT

38. ITPOITEATANAMA

39. MEEETANIEMOE

G0. AMAAOTPIOETL

1. MIMITTTEMOE

g2 AEIDOEPOE ANAITIYEII - BINEIMOTIITA

1. TIATAEIA- EKTIAIAEYEH
Tlandietes eivan 10 oCvaho vy Grafiteany ue v onueg enrvyghveias | aveoprt, kovwvid ka b clokhiponn e atuo.

opelg g ambeiag: Owoybven, eenalbeuon, vevavaotpogés, MME, wvseievo epyaciag, 7apiBaon, popyte wiows vuyayoyiug (Biko, Biupo,

i s fpaompduee ).

Eacraifievon eiva Beoude g ohelag sou e ouykespyéw) Boun, uboa, katzuBivoeg vtogede ey swpoyh yvioswoy kat epobiey kal oty Biudpeoon
KA ROV STPOGULROT LY,

A Apyrytuct g pcraibevong o yopa pag
1T uhoregikds Laoboude.

2 AVOF IO it ERIEBELONG KOVWVLKO-DIKDVO KKV CVYKDY TS Yopog Heg.

3EWunfe, pn g extuyyehugde g g T0v VWY e OUvEnE:
un eyt uftonoinon avpoor Suvapkot,
uaeprthfhipa enouuovey (avipyov).
4 Tepeyduevn yoo
g TEPIEYOUEVD:
oV, A0y
i evapuovian pe otygpoves EEeieic - aaniong
wg Tp:tog peraBoong:
= guvoettan 1 pymonkd pabien
ey depyeinan 1 kpukd oxbyn

auvis o pabieic anhde Bl yibosay, gt avidiyn 1poude. arovela i Biahayor)

5. BNt wedyrnon exreufevnisdy avagopud pe iy sabayoyu yeoon @b ke my eiabiceven ot avietpevs g Bibaesihiag,

Euplzpa ouigeia ing tov. Fron pug, exadg

6.1 abehdynon wou pafy aepopile oro Bullud exiboong o” ba pfinua ke Bev
T oy, ey avudenovd

ot et peg shioeg, o nubavie et wavlnbg o
7.0 1péotog aBohdyrong, efihloy, 10 eknarwd obuta k.d:

wverrtooooy ) Bafuatnpo SidBeo,

petapEouy g avaykaies oybong autkhag o aviayoviotkl,

fparahaly ayy0g

B ety focov eckaupicay (ADye 1av NOWWVIKDY, YEOYDQPIRGY, GIKOYOHIKOY K0, Uvioutiiey K g artovote avuotabuonkng uyoyis yia nadin
aofudapivay aepuoyi).

9.y, 10 erctaBentud e pe eiva poviadesp spoaaviahopive o elutepikote odyoug (ensyia o tBetbong, efebiveven, vhunolnon wihd
i b Hiypuop e afieg, v, kowovikdy apetts,

ey atlpuv) s dgs o B



THE CASE STUDY

" A preliminary analysis of 161 student scripts
(mock test papers for Greek Language) by 12
focal students (sentence and text length, text
structure, coherence and cohesion, genre and
register appropriateness, content, grammar,
spelling, lexical diversity);

= A preliminary analysis of comments and ratings
of the students’ progress by 5 expert raters.

30



ONGOING QUANTITATIVE ANALYSIS

* Lexical diversity

Malvern & Richards’ (1997: 59, 2002: 90) D formula &
3 density indices (Measure of Textual Lexical Diversity,
vocd-D and Maas index; McCarthy and Jarvis 2010)

® Gramulator (McCarthy et al. 2012) for differential features

= Stylometrics (Mikros 2012) for lexical density and verb-
adjective density, which may contribute to syntactic
complexity

®" Yule K index for lexical richness relative to word repetition

= Relative entropy (as a marker of text originality vs
predictability; Oakes 1998)

31



ONGOING QUANTITATIVE ANALYSIS

Major findings so far:

= texts are low in lexical richness in terms of the range of
vocabulary they contain;

" high percentage of entropy

" high mean scores on Yule K

> student texts are of low complexity

32



ANALYSIS BY INDEPENDENT RATERS

Analysis by five experienced raters targeting

=spelling

= yvocabulary

" grammar

= text structure

" content

® quality of arguments

ustyle / register appropriateness

33



ANALYSIS BY INDEPENDENT RATERS

Overall, raters note marginal or no improvement
from initial to final texts

" Spelling mistakes persevere

noto ‘more’, cuvdiaopoc ‘combination’
(Vasja, Composition 1 & Composition 18)

noapeiopion ‘infiltration’
(Yannis, Composition 1 & Composition 18)

34



ANALYSIS BY INDEPENDENT RATERS

Erroneous use of ‘learned’ vocabulary:

Me tnv mapodo tou xpovou o avipwmnoc Exel ustaAdaydei amo tnv
aAAnAeyyon kot tnv cuumnovia otov @IOVO OTOV ATOULKIOMUO KOLC
tnv Bia.

‘With the passing of time man has mutated from solidarity and
compassion to envy, individualism and violence.

(Christina, Composition 1)

Moo ouykekplpuéva mnmoAAa oaToud KOl KOLVWVIKEC OMHAOEC
apopolwvovTtal OE Evav adladeimto oOkKAnpo aywva yla va
emiBaAAovuv tnv 3€EAnon KaL T CUUPEPOVTA TOUG.

‘More specifically, many people and social groups are assimilated
in a constant struggle to impose their will and their interests.’

(Christina, Composition 18)
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ANALYSIS BY INDEPENDENT RATERS

Grammatical mistakes:

Ot Olapkw¢ aUéVOUEVEC AQAMAITHOEL TWV QVEMTUYUEVA
OLKOVOULKA KpatwVv, nmupodotsci efeyEPOELC OTA KPATNH TOU
TPITOU KOOUOU, TA Omoia, CUXVA TAPOACUPOUEVA QMO TN
PTWYELA KOL OTNV OUVEXELO, EMLKPATOUV OTIC OIKEC TOUC
TTEPLOXEG.

‘The constantly increasing demands of the financially
developed states triggers uprisings in third world states that,
often carried away by poverty and subsequently take over in
their own territories’

(Christina, Composition 18)
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ANALYSIS BY INDEPENDENT RATERS

Lack of coherence, semantically irrelevant content:

H adpwa usramvnon TWV av3pwnwVv OTOoV aOTLKO )(wpo, nposrozua(st
TO £6acpoc WOTE Ol MOAELC VA UETATPATTOUV OE QPEVES 310{(,‘ Me autov
TOV TPOMO, dPXLOE 0 AVIPWNOC va eYKAwBI{eTalL OTOUG TEOOEPLG TOiYOUC
TOU SLOUEPLOUATOC TOU. Ka}u\tspym?nks otov av3pwmo o poBoc yLa tov
aAdo kai HE QUTOV TOV TPOMO O avﬂpwnoc smppa(orav Biata. O
avIpwmno¢ Exaoce to avIPpwWMIvVo KOUUATL TOU KAl QPXLOE va AELToupyEi
unxoavika. Metatpannke Aotmov o avidpwrmno¢ o Evav amAo apitduo,
adtapopwvtac yta tnv {wn tou cuvavdpwmnou.

‘The massive movement of people to the urban space prepares the
ground for cities to be transformed into arenas of violence. In this way,
man has started to enclose himself within the four walls of his
apartment. The fear for the other was cultivated in man and in this way
man expressed himself violently. Man lost his human side and started
functioning mechanically. Therefore, man was transformed into a plain
number, being indifferent to the life of his fellow man.’

(Yiannis, Composition 18)
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ANALYSIS BY INDEPENDENT RATERS

Lack of coherence, irrelevant content, poor
argumentation:

Emiong Biaiegc emiBEoeIc dnNMIOUPYOUVTOI XVAMECK OTIC ICXUPEC MOAEIC
EVAVTIWV TwV avi&epwVv MOAITWV HOVO KOI OVO YIX VX TAOUTioouv Ol
Blounxaviegc mou EXOUV wWC EMUMOPEUNN T OmAa. H akopa KOXANTEPO N
XPNUATOOOTNON TPOMUOKPATIKWYV OUKOWY KOI OPYAVWOEWV YIX TNV
eMITEUEN MOAITIKWV KXI OIKOVOMIKWV OTOXWV Omé d1eOvei¢ map&yovreg.
Me omoTélecuya voa dnUIoupyoUuvral moAiTeg o1 omoiol VviwOouv
XMmoOTATEUTOI K&l oBonénroi, pe oOUVEMEIX va odnyolvralr oe
XEIpaywynon omé Tou 1oxupoUlcg. EAmilovrag yia eva KAAUTEPO UEAAOV.

‘Also, violent attacks are created among powerful cities against
ignorant citizens only in order for arm industries to become rich. Or
even better the funding of terrorist groups and organizations by
international agents in order to achieve political and financial goals.
The result being that citizens are created who feel unprotected and
helpless, being led into manipulation by the powerful as a result.
Hoping for a better future.’

(Vasja, Composition 18) 38



ANALYSIS BY INDEPENDENT RATERS

Ta natdbia dewpouv Ottt uadaivovra¢ nanayalioa KAMOLEG @PACELC N
neptodouc umopouv egmapkw¢ va avantvéouvv Eva JEua mou da toug
{ntndei [..] Kata Eva peyado mooooto xpnoituomoinoav kata AEéEn kat
QATAKTWG EPPLUUEVEC LOEEC MOV SLaypaupuatika toug divovtal we evayyéAto.

‘Kids think that memorizing some words and phrases will help them discuss
the essay topic adequately [..] A large percentage used verbatim a
mishmash of ideas given to them [by shadow educators] in the form of
bullet points as though these were the Bible.’

Fevika, emiong, TIC TMEPLOCOTEPEC @OPEC Oev yvwpilovv nws va
aétonotnoouvv to §UALvo AgéitAOylo mou TOUG UMAYOPEUOUV, OUTE WG MPOG
TNV onuUAcia TOU OUTE OUWG KL WE ITPOC TN CUVTAKTLKN TOU XphHon.

‘Also, overall, they do not know how to capitalize on the stilted vocabulary
dictated to them, neither in terms of meaning nor in terms of syntax.’
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ANALYSIS BY INDEPENDENT RATERS

MOAANA opBoypapika Aadn! Amovoa otién! Zuvoxn pertaév twv 1bswv
TOUGC QVEMAPKNG KOL CUXVA AdOTOXN.

‘LOTS OF spelling mistakes! Punctuation is absent! Cohesion among ideas
is inadequate, frequently missing the point.’

H éounon tou emiXelpAUATOC N AKOUN KAL N €VVOlO TOU ETMIXELPAUATOC
TOUC e€ival mavrteAw¢ ayvwotn. AUTO EXElL wWEC OAMOTEAEoUO KAl TNV
npoBAnuatikn édoun tn¢ mapaypaou. AAAa Aéel n Geuatikn mpotaon
dAAa ot AetTouépeELEg...

‘Structuring an argument or even the concept of argument seems to be
completely unknown. This results in problematic paragraph structure.
The thematic sentence is about something other than the details.’
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DISCUSSION

" The assessment criteria for linguistic performance
produced by the Ministry of Education are at best
vague and generic (e.g. contextual, stylistic and
lexical appropriateness, relevance of content,
grammatical correctness).

= As evidenced by the content and form of the test
items, the criteria implicitly adopted and
implemented for assessment actually target the
‘correct’ production of a single pseudo-genre, in
effect an essay disguised as a letter to the press or
a public speech, with specific content and
ideological agenda.
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DISCUSSION

" The National Curriculum states that linguistic
appropriateness and capitalizing on register /
stylistic variation are expected.

= |n reality, a single, ‘formal’ register is expected
in the assessment (indexed by the use of archaic
morphology, subordination in the syntax, formal
fixed expressions and vocabulary).
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DISCUSSION

" The data suggest a dramatic mismatch between
the goals of genre literacy and critical literacy and
the assessment criteria.

= Despite ‘teaching to the test’ (and despite the fact
that several students passed the examination)
progress in the language skills examined in this
study was only random.
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DISCUSSION

* This is ultimately an aspect of the washback
effect, as the criteria covertly implemented for
examination preparation target a very narrowly
defined subset of linguistic skills, presented out of
context and taught via repetition, without honing
(critical) metalinguistic awareness.
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