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Part |: Background

 What is computer-assisted qualitative

analysis
* |ntroduction to Atlas-ti

— Preparing your data

— Hermeneutic Unit (HU)
— Coding

— Memos and comments
— Output of analysis
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What is computer-assisted
gualitative analysis?

 The coding of transcribed data using computer
software

« Computer software only facilitates analysis, it
does not replace the researcher

« CAQDAS: Computer Assisted Qualitative Data
Analysis System

« Some commercially Available CAQDAS: Atlas.ti,
MAXqgda, NUD*IST, Nvivo

 Which CAQDAS should be chosen?
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Atlas.ti interface (version 6)

File Edt Documents Quotations Codes Memos Metwarks Views Tools Extras A-Docs Windows Help
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i able to assess it for its as you said Andreve. the
formalities. the fact that there is paragraph or

spelling or punctuation

Matt  and cohesion. this is tied up with
paragraphing. you unifying themes into groups and
without paragraphing how do you reward cohesion?
Alice  that's right, so it is not well structured.

50 certainly it can’t be C1 (Jaughs)

Matt  but we have no way of assessing it. you can’t
mark it down for not being well-structured in terms

of paragraphs. no way adding that to our

assessment.

Alice  would you say that at BL you would expect
much wider range of vocabulary than it is in there? E
Matt I just didn’t Inok at the descriptor. the }exammae biehavinur™  problem with the descriptors

fei}
&

flexibility in style and tone is somewhat kmited. fahcliasthinics:dofintion
that seems ok thenit’s CL
Tim  yeah that seems a rather strange descriptor

for C1
Alice  for C1
5| Tim o say somewhat limited when I read that [
5 | thought m.
Rita  sorry to interrupt. I found it hard to really context-hee framework.

find what [ waz looking for in the descriptors to problem with the descriptors

describe it. if that makes sense. especially the
global one. Ilooked at that and I thought that’s
1311 | notreally relewant like this one. semi official
2| official texts. [ wasn't really sure that fitted

1213 | here. then I went to those and even then [ wasn't

14 | really getting what [ was looking for that for me
| 915 | would say yes that describes that. I've gone for
| 916 | the best fit but I'm not quite comfortable with
1417 | maybe what I've gone for.
515 | Spiros that’s an issues then for assessing
| 515 | Trinity samples tomorraw. hecause we will have to
1320 | rate controlled written samples using this
{321 | criteria. perhaps we have to go to the overall
| 322 | writing scale. which is in the Framework. the
|23 | overall written interaction and the overall written
1524 | production. perhaps these make more sense. than

1525 | this one
|25 | Kate I found the plobal scale so wishy washy that problem with the descriptors
127 | 1 automatically went to these ones

|08 | Spiras ah that's interssting yom use the

|09 | analytic rathe rthan the halistic

{590 | Tim  yes

531 | Rita  yeah |
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1 1nbox - Mic & Program & EALTA - ATLAS = On-Screen Keyboard
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Data preparation

Collect qualitative data
Record and transcribe (if necessary)
Save data in appropriate format

Atlas v.6 can be used with

— variety of text files (.txt, MS Word)
— PDF

— pictures

— audio files
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Hermeneutic unit (HU)

* A single file where each project is saved

 Contains data, codes and memos about the
analysis

 Primary Documents (PDs), I.e. the data files

— ‘assigned’/‘read’ from the original location
— not copied

— Atlas needs to be ‘told’ where to find the PDs
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Ways of coding

e Auto-coding

— attaching a code automatically to words specified by the user
 Open coding

— attaching and naming a code to a segment chosen by the user
e Coding by list

— assigning an already existing code to a segment
« Coding in vivo

— attaching a code to a segment naming it after the exact word in
the segment

e Quick coding

— consecutive coding of segments using the most recently used
code
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Memos and comments

e Memos

— reminders, notes and lists of topics

— free or linked to points in the data and codes.
— can be categorized, filtered or exported.

— different from comments attached to codes

e Comments

— notes that the researcher can insert within
each code to describe the coded segment
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Co-occurrence tool

e Co-0occurrence

— allows the user to select a code and see any
other code which overlaps or coincides in the
text with the original selected code
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Output

o Codes-primary-documents-table
— frequencies of codes per PD and total

« All codes with quotations
e Quotation references

*» These are only some of the output options

¢ Output can be printed and/or imported to EXCEL
or SPSS
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Part Il: Using Atlas-ti

 Practical task:

— create a Hermeneutic Unit

— assign codes to text

— keep memos and comments

— explore co-occurrence of codes
— produce output
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